
A pri l 2 , 198 5 LB 60

SENATOR NELSON: Mr. President and members of the body, I,
too, could support the amendment, the limit. I quest i on a n d
I will vote against this bill. We have farm organizations,
primarily legislative bodies, t o h an d l e i ssu e s on the
legislative end of it in Washington or on the state level or
w herever . The i r p eop l e h a v e the opportunity to vote and
take a stand on these legislative rules and regulations. In
the checkoff money I see. ..well, hundreds of thousands and
millions of dollars in being able to promote special
l egi s l a t i on wi t ho ut r epr e s e n t a ti o n by the peo p l e and I
seriousl y ob j e ct t o this. These checkoff f unds w e r e
originally proposed to s ell the product, advert i s e t h e
product of which they should be. The only other way that I
could po ss i b l y su ppo r t i t is that this money could be
refunded to the individual producer and by the time that the
i nd i v i d u a l p r od u c e r g ot h i s checkoff money, I' ll say for
example it could amount to $250, $200, $180. T he man t h a t
farms about six quarters of g r oun d on co r n , h is checko f f
money somewhere in the neighborhood of $250 . I se r i ou sl y
object to that money b eing u sed without hi m being
represented in the decision on who they s u ppor t po l i t i ca l l y
or who they do not support politically or what this money is
used for. W e have farm organizations primarily for that
purpose and that these farmers c an j o i n t h ese a n y t ime.
They need t h e i r h el p . I t ' s k i nd o f l i ke a f ree r i d e b a c k i n
for the ones that get out and work and do t h e wo r k o n t he
l egi s l a t i o n and t h en t he ones to sit b ack and not say
anything and that's the object of t hese . And I can see a
tremendous amount of money being influenced through this
legislation that I really personally don't feel that it is

SPEAKER NICHOL: Se nator Hefner, then Senator R ogers, t h e n
Senator H i g g i n s .

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members of th e b od y , I
rise to oppose the committee amendment and also the bill. I
don' t feel that we should mandate people for a checkof f
system and then use it for political contributions o r f o r
lobbying those people that make our l aws . I and severa l
other members of the body introduced a bill, LB 334, that
prohibits corporations or orga nizations from requiring
political contributions from its membership because I f e e l
that a person, if he wants to give to a political campaign
or to lobby legislators, should do it on a voluntary basis.
Therefo re , I opp os e this amendment because I j u s t d on ' t

necessary .
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